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Third Frontier Research Incentives
Request for Proposals — Statewide Strategies

l. Third Frontier Program Overview

Section 381.670 (Research Incentive Third Frontier) of Amended Substitute House Bill
Number 96 of the 136" Ohio General Assembly authorizes the Chancellor of the Ohio
Department of Higher Education (ODHE) to use appropriated funds under this section to
advance collaborative research at institutions of higher education and support programs and
initiatives specifically identified in this section.

Use of funds appropriated through the Ohio Third Frontier Initiatives is governed by the Ohio
Constitution. Specifically, funds appropriated via section 381.670 of HB 96 are governed by
Article VIII Section 2p (Issuance of bonds for economic and educational purposes and local
government projects). Section 2p(A)(2) of this article authorizes bonds to be issued for
“research and development purposes”. Pursuant to this section, research and development
funded under this article must be in support of Ohio industry, commerce, and business.

l. Statewide Strategic Initiatives

Several of the initiatives funded through the Chancellor's Research Incentive program have
evolved from narrowly focused projects to statewide strategic initiatives which advance key
state priorities and produce consistent, and meaningful results. The Chancellor is interested in
continuing the support for these initiatives upon presentation of a clear vision for future work,
coupled with an analysis of how work in these areas will continue to produce results that support
the goals of the state and advance state priorities.

This solicitation for continuation of funding is intended exclusively for previously funded Third
Frontier Research Incentive programs/projects in the areas of Cybersecurity (specifically the
Ohio Cyber Range Institute) and the Ohio Innovation Exchange.

Each of the programs/projects listed may request continuation funding up to the amount listed
below:

A. Ohio Cyber Range Institute up to $750,000 per fiscal year
B. Ohio Innovation Exchange up to $200,000 per fiscal year

M. Continuation Funding Criteria

The proposal must be submitted in Arial font, 11 points or larger (there is an exception for tables
and images). There is a ten (10) page Maximum for the narrative, excluding bio Information.

A. Project/Program Information:
1. List the name of the grant

2. Description of project/program
3. List total funding to date received via Third Frontier Program



B. Demonstrate the project’s successes and alignment with the state priorities:

1.
2

Identify specific state priorities addressed by the project/program.

Explain the methods and strategies used in the project/program to address
identified state priorities.

Identify specific program metrics, goals, and milestones achieved.

Identify any key relationships and partnerships established throughout the course
of the project that are instrumental in achieving the success of the project moving
forward.

C. Provide a clear and detailed plan for how continued funding will be used to
achieve future objectives.

1.

2.

Describe why continued funding is vital to build upon the successes of the project
and ensure its sustainability.

Explain what objectives and activities the project will continue to focus on with
continued funding.

Describe what new strategies and approaches the project will focus on with
continued funding.

Explain what new goals and milestones will be achieved with continued funding.
Explain how the project will be impacted without continued support.

D. Demonstrate Sustainability Plans

1.

2.

Describe how the project will be sustained beyond the continuation of the grant

period.
If applicable, provide any complimentary and/or alternative funding sources being
used to support the project.

Supplemental Information

Please provide any other relevant information you would like considered in this
evaluation for continued funding.

Additional Required Information

A. Project Personnel

PON=

Continuing faculty/staff responsible for project implementation.

Roles and responsibility of project/program personnel.

New faculty/staff joining the project during the proposed funding period.
Credentials of any new staff and identification of roles and responsibilities.

B. Project/Program Budget

1

2.
3.
4

Itemized budget activities
Supplemental Funding Support
In-kind Contribution

Total Budget



V. Proposal Submission Process

The RFP’s schedule is outlined above and is subject to revision by ODHE. Any changes will be
posted at https://rfp.ohiohighered.org.

A. One electronic PDF file uploaded to https://rfp.ohiohighered.org.

B. Proposals must be submitted in Arial 11-point font or larger. There is an exception for
D

E

tables and images.

. The proposal should address the criteria outlined in Section Ill and IV.

. Applicants are responsible for timely submissions of proposals. Proposals become
the property of ODHE and are subject to public record laws of the state. Proposals
containing all the required elements will receive careful consideration but cannot be
guaranteed funding. Late proposals, or proposals missing any of the required
submission criteria listed below will not be considered.

F. Applicant may submit questions regarding the proposal process and should be
submitted in writing via email to csee@highered.ohio.gov_and
mdunn@highered.ohio.gov. Responses to questions will be posted online at
https://rfp.ohiohighered.org.

VL. Reporting Requirements

ODHE will monitor each project for which an award is granted to ensure that there is fiscal
accountability and operating progress, and that the desired outcomes are achieved. Regular
reports will be required from all awardees. All award expenditures must be properly documented
following Ohio Revised Code and Administrative rules.

VII. Legal Notices
The applicant understands that if its application is accepted by the State, the applicant shall

enter into an agreement with the State governing the use of the awarded funds. The applicant
agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations in the conduct
of the work hereunder.

The State reserves the right to fund any application in full or in part, to request additional
information to assist in the review process, to require new applications from interested parties,
to reject any or all applications responding to this announcement, or to reissue the
announcement if it is determined that it is in the best interest of the State of Ohio. Issuing this
announcement does not bind the State to making any awards. The State reserves the right to
adjust the dates for this announcement for whatever reasons are deemed appropriate. The
State reserves the right to waive any non-substantive infractions made by an applicant, provided
that the applicant cures such infraction upon request.

All costs incurred in preparation of an application shall be borne by the applicant. Application
preparation costs are not recoverable under an award. The State of Ohio shall not contribute in
any way to recovering the costs of application preparation.

The funding decisions are final. Applicants will be notified of the outcome of their application(s)
at the conclusion of the review process.
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The applicant understands that the information provided herein is intended solely to assist the
applicant in submittal preparation. To the best of the State’s knowledge, the information
provided is accurate. However, the State does not warrant such accuracy, and any errors or
omissions subsequently determined will not be construed as a basis for invalidating this
solicitation. Interested parties bear the sole responsibility of obtaining the necessary information
to submit a qualifying application. The State retains the right to modify or withdraw this
solicitation at any time. By submitting an application, applicants expressly agree to these terms.

VIll. Trade Secrets
All lead applicants are strongly discouraged from including in a proposal any information that the
lead applicant considers to be a “trade secret,” as that term is defined in Section 1333.61(D) of
the Ohio Revised Code. All information submitted in response to this RFP is public information
unless a statutory exception exists that exempts it from public release under the Ohio Public
Records Act in Section 149.43 of the Ohio Revised Code.

If any information in the proposal is to be treated as a trade secret, the proposal must:

A. ldentify each and every occurrence of the information within the proposal with an asterisk
before and after each line containing trade secret information and underline the trade
secret information itself.

B. Identify that the proposal contains trade secret information in the cover letter; and

C. Include a summary page immediately after the cover letter that lists each page in the
proposal that includes trade secret information and the number of occurrences of trade
secret information on that page.

D. To determine what qualifies as trade secret information, refer to the definition of “trade
secret” in the Ohio Revised Code at 1333.61(D), which is reproduced below for
reference:

1. “Trade Secret” means information, including the whole or any portion or phase of
any scientific or technical information, design, process, procedure, formula,

pattern, compilation, program, device, method, technique or improvement, or
any business information or plans, financial information, or listing of names,
addresses, or telephone numbers that satisfy both of the following:

a. It derives independent economic value, actual or potential, from not being
generally known to, and not being readily ascertainable by proper means
by, other persons who can obtain economic value from its disclosure or
use.

b. Itis the subject of efforts that are reasonable under the circumstances to
maintain its secrecy.

i.  ODHE requires non- disclosure agreements from all non-ODHE
persons who may have access to proposals containing trade
secret information, including evaluators.

ii. Ifthe applicant claims that a record is not subject to disclosure
under the Ohio Public Records law based on trade secret, it will
bear the costs of defending this claim.



Attachment B: Ohio Constitution Section VIIl.02p
Issuance of bonds for economic and educational purposes and local government projects.

§2p (A) It is determined and confirmed that the development purposes referred to in this division, and
provisions for them, are proper public purposes of the state and local governmental entities and are
necessary and appropriate means to create and preserve jobs and enhance employment and educational
opportunities; to improve the quality of life and the general and economic well-being of all the people and
businesses in all areas of this state, including economically disadvantaged businesses and individuals; and
to preserve and expand the public capital infrastructure; all to better ensure the public health, safety, and
welfare. Those purposes are:

(1) Public infrastructure capital improvements, which shall be limited to roads and bridges, waste water
treatment systems, water supply systems, solid waste disposal facilities, and storm water and sanitary
collection, storage, and treatment facilities, including real property, interests in real property, facilities, and
equipment related to or incidental thereto, and shall include, without limitation, the cost of acquisition,
construction, reconstruction, expansion, improvement, planning, and equipping;

(2) Research and development in support of Ohio industry, commerce, and business (hereinafter referred to
as “‘research and development purposes”), which shall include, without limitation, research and product
innovation, development, and commercialization through efforts by and collaboration among Ohio
business and industry, state and local public entities and agencies, public and private education
institutions, or research organizations and institutions, all as may be further provided for by state or local
law, but excluding purposes provided for in Section 15 of Article VIII, Ohio Constitution; and

(3) Development of sites and facilities in Ohio for and in support of industry, commerce, distribution, and
research and development purposes.

(B) The General Assembly may provide by law, in accordance with but subject to the limitations of this
section, for the issuance of general obligation bonds and other obligations of the state for the purpose of
financing or assisting in the financing of the cost of projects implementing those purposes.

(1) Not more than one billion three hundred fifty million dollars principal amount of state general obligations
may be issued under this section for public infrastructure capital improvements. Not more than one
hundred twenty million dollars principal amount of those obligations may be issued in each of the first five
fiscal years of issuance and not more than one hundred fifty million dollars principal amount of those
obligations may be issued in each of the next five fiscal years of issuance, plus in each case the principal
amount of those obligations that in any prior fiscal year could have been but were not issued within those
fiscal year limits. No infrastructure obligations may be issued pursuant to this division and division (C) of
this section until at least one billion one hundred ninety-nine million five hundred thousand dollars
aggregate principal amount of state infrastructure obligations have been issued pursuant to Section 2m of
Article VIII, Ohio Constitution.

(2) Not more than one billion two hundred million dollars principal amount of state general obligations may be
issued under this section for research and development purposes. Not more than four hundred fifty
million dollars principal amount of those obligations may be issued in total from fiscal years 2006 through
2011, not more than two hundred twenty-five million dollars principal amount of those obligations may be
issued in the next fiscal year of issuance, and not more than one hundred seventy-five million dollars
principal amount of those obligations may be issued in any other fiscal year, plus in each case the
principal amount of those obligations that in any prior fiscal year could have been but were not issued.



(3) Not more than one hundred fifty million dollars principal amount of state general obligations may be
issued under this section for development of sites and facilities for industry, commerce, distribution, and
research and development purposes. Not more than thirty million dollars principal amount of those
obligations may be issued in each of the first three fiscal years of issuance, and not more than fifteen
million dollars principal amount of those obligations may be issued in any other fiscal year, plus in each
case the principal amount of those obligations that in any prior fiscal year could have been but were not
issued.

(C) Each issue of state general obligations for public infrastructure capital improvements or development of
sites and facilities shall mature in not more than thirty years from the date of issuance, and each issue of
state general obligations for research and development purposes shall mature in not more than twenty years
from the date of issuance; or, if issued to retire or refund other obligations, within that number of years from
the date the debt being retired or refunded was originally issued. If state general obligations are issued as
notes in anticipation of the issuance of bonds, provision shall be made by law for the establishment and
maintenance, during the period in which the notes are outstanding, of a special fund or funds into which shall
be paid, from the sources authorized for the payment of such bonds, the amount that would have been
sufficient, if bonds maturing during the permitted period of years had been issued without such prior issuance
of notes, to pay the principal that would have been payable on such bonds during such period. Such fund or
funds shall be used solely for the payment of principal of such notes or bonds in anticipation of which such
notes have been issued.

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in Section 2k or 2m of Article VI, obligations issued under this
section or Section 2k or 2m to retire or refund obligations previously issued under this section or Section 2k
or 2m shall not be counted against the fiscal year or total issuance limitations provided in this section or
Section 2k or 2m, as applicable.

The obligations issued under this division and division (B) of this section are general obligations of the state.
The full faith and credit, revenue, and taxing power of the state shall be pledged to the payment of the
principal of and premium and interest and other accreted amounts on outstanding obligations as they
become due (hereinafter called debt service), and bond retirement fund provisions shall be made for
payment of that debt service. Provision shall be made by law for the sufficiency and appropriation, for
purposes of paying debt service, of excises, taxes, and revenues so pledged or committed to debt service,
and for covenants to continue the levy, collection, and application of sufficient excises, taxes, and revenues
to the extent needed for that purpose.

Notwithstanding Section 22 of Article I, Ohio Constitution, no further act of appropriation shall be necessary
for that purpose. The obligations and the provision for the payment of debt service, and repayment by
governmental entities of any loans made under this section, are not subject to Sections 5, 6, and 11 of Article
XIllI, Ohio Constitution. Moneys referred to in Section 5a of Article XIl, Ohio Constitution may not be pledged
or used for the payment of that debt service. Debt service on obligations issued for research and
development purposes and for development of sites and facilities shall not be included in the calculation of
total debt service for purposes of division (A) of Section 17 of Article VIII, Ohio Constitution.

(D)(1) The state may participate in any public infrastructure capital improvement under this section with
municipal corporations, counties, townships, or other governmental entities as designated by law, or any one
or more of them. Such participation may be by grants, loans, or contributions to them for any such capital
improvements. The entire proceeds of the infrastructure obligations shall be used for public infrastructure
capital improvements of municipal corporations, counties, townships, and other governmental entities, except
to the extent that the General Assembly provides by law that the state may reasonably be compensated from
such moneys for planning, financial management, or administrative services performed in relation to the
issuance of infrastructure obligations.
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(2)(a) Implementation of the research and development purposes includes supporting any and all related
matters and activities, including: attracting researchers and research teams by endowing research chairs or
otherwise; activities to develop and commercialize products and processes; intellectual property matters such
as copyrights and patents; property interests, including time sharing arrangements; and financial rights and
matters such as royalties, licensing, and other financial gain or sharing resulting from research and
development purposes. State and local public moneys, including the proceeds of bonds, notes, and other
obligations, may be used to pay costs of or in support of or related to these research and development
purposes, including, without limitation, capital formation, direct operating costs, costs of research and
facilities, including interests in real property therefor, and support for public and private institutions of higher
education, research organizations or institutions, and private sector entities. The exercise of these powers by
the state and state agencies, including state-supported and state-assisted institutions of higher education,
and local public entities and agencies, may be jointly or in coordination with each other, with researchers or
research organizations and institutions, with private institutions of higher education, with individuals, or with
private sector entities. State and local public participation may be in such manner as the entity or agency
determines, including by any one or a combination of grants, loans including loans to lenders or the purchase
of loans, subsidies, contributions, advances, or guarantees, or by direct investments of or payment or
reimbursement from available moneys, or by providing staffing or other support, including computer or other
technology capacity, or equipment or facilities, including interests in real property therefor, and either alone or
jointly, in collaborative or cooperative ventures, with other public agencies and private sector entities
including not for profit entities. In addition to other state-level monetary participation as referred to in this
section or otherwise, state-supported and state-assisted institutions of higher education may, as authorized
from time to time by the General Assembly, issue obligations to pay costs of participating in and
implementing research and development purposes. In addition to the other obligations authorized in or
pursuant to this section, the General Assembly also may authorize the state and state agencies and local
public entities and agencies, and corporations not for profit designated by any of them as such agencies or
instrumentalities, to issue obligations to borrow and loan or otherwise provide moneys for research and
development purposes, including, but not limited to, obligations for which moneys raised by taxation shall not
be obligated or pledged for the payment of debt service and which are therefore not subject to Sections 5, 6,
and 11 of Article XlI, Ohio Constitution.

(b) Implementation of the research and development purposes shall include utilization of independent
reviewers to review the merits of proposed research and development projects and to make
recommendations concerning which proposed projects should be awarded support from the proceeds of the
sale of obligations under this section. Prior to the utilization of an independent reviewer, the state agency
proposing to award the support for a project shall provide the name and other descriptive information
regarding the independent reviewer to the Governor, the President and Minority Leader of the Senate, and
the Speaker and Minority Leader of the House of Representatives. If the recommendations of an
independent reviewer with respect to a proposed project are not adopted by the state agency proposing to
award the support for the project, the agency shall notify the Governor, the President and Minority Leader of
the Senate, and the Speaker and Minority Leader of the House of Representatives of that fact and explain
the reasons for not adopting the recommendations.

(c) From the proceeds of the sale of obligations issued under this section, not more than four hundred fifty
million dollars may be awarded, promised, or otherwise committed in total for research and development
purposes from fiscal years 2006 through 2011, not more than two hundred twenty-five million dollars may be
awarded, promised, or otherwise committed for research and development purposes in fiscal year 2012, and
not more than one hundred seventy-five million dollars may be awarded, promised, or otherwise committed
for research and development purposes in any other fiscal year beginning in fiscal year 2013 and thereafter,
plus in each case the amount of the proceeds that in any prior fiscal year could have been but were not
awarded.



(3) Development of sites and facilities for and in support of industry, commerce, distribution, and research
and development purposes includes acquisition of real estate and interests in real estate, site preparation
including any necessary remediation and cleanup, constructing and improving facilities, and providing public
infrastructure capital improvements and other transportation and communications infrastructure
improvements for and in support of the use of those sites and facilities for those purposes. State and local
public moneys, including the proceeds of bonds, notes, and other obligations, may be used to pay costs of
those purposes. The exercise of these powers by the state and state agencies and local public entities and
agencies, may be jointly or in coordination with each other, and with individuals or private sector business
entities. State and local public participation may be in such manner as the entity or agency determines,
including by any one or a combination of grants, loans including loans to lenders or the purchase of loans,
subsidies, contributions, advances, or guarantees, or by direct investments of or payment or reimbursement
from available moneys. In addition to other state-level monetary participation as referred to in this section or
otherwise, state-supported and state-assisted institutions of higher education, and local public entities and
agencies may, as authorized from time to time by the General Assembly, issue obligations to pay costs of
participating in and implementing the development of sites and facilities.

(E) Obligations issued under authority of this section for research and development purposes and site and
facility development purposes, provisions for the payment of debt service on them, the purposes and uses to
which and the manner in which the proceeds of those obligations or moneys from other sources are to or
may be applied, and other implementation of those development purposes as referred to in this section, are
not subject to Sections 4 and 6 of Article VIII, Ohio Constitution. Obligations issued under authority of this
section, the transfer thereof, and the interest, interest equivalent, and other income and accreted amounts
therefrom, including any profit made on the sale, exchange, or other disposition thereof, shall at all times be
free from taxation within the state.

(F) This section shall otherwise be implemented in the manner and to the extent provided by law by the
General Assembly, including provision for the procedure for incurring and issuing obligations, separately or in
combination with other obligations, and refunding, retiring, and evidencing obligations; provision for ensuring
the accountability of all state funding provided for the development purposes referred to in division (A) of this
section; provision for restricting or limiting the taking of private property under Section 19 of Article | for
disposition to private sector entities for the purposes identified in divisions (A) (2) and (3) of this section or
restricting the disposition of that property to private sector entities or individuals; and provision for the
implementation of the development purposes referred to in division (A) of this section to benefit people and
businesses otherwise qualified for receipt of funding for the development purposes referred to in division (A)
of this section, including economically disadvantaged businesses and individuals in all areas of this state,
including by the use to the extent practicable of Ohio products, materials, services, and labor.

(G) The powers and authority granted or confirmed by and under, and the determinations in, this section are
independent of, in addition to, and not in derogation of or a limitation on, powers, authority, determinations, or
confirmations under laws or under other provisions of the Ohio Constitution including, without limitation,
Section 7 of Article |, Section 5 of Article VI, Sections 2i, 2n, 20, 13, and 15 of Article VIII, Article X, and
Section 3 of Article XVIII, and do not impair any previously adopted provisions of the Ohio Constitution or any
law previously enacted by the General Assembly or by a local public agency.
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