Request for Proposals (RFP) 
Ohio Behavioral Health Scholarship Program 
Release Date: April 27, 2026
Application Due: May 29, 2026, 11:59 PM  

 
Background and Program Purpose 
The Ohio Behavioral Health Scholarship (OBHS) Program is a statewide partnership between the Ohio Department of Behavioral Health (DBH), and the Ohio Department of Higher Education (ODHE) to increase the number of licensed behavioral health workers at the graduate or professional degree level. DBH has contracted with Health Impact Ohio (HIO) to administer the OBHS program.

OBHS will fund scholarships and internship stipends designed to attract capable cohorts of students committed to remaining in Ohio upon graduation and working in a behavioral health field with clients who have been traditionally underserved. Between funding from OBHS (up to $15,000/year/student - applicable to cost of attendance) and institutional gift matches, OBHS recipients will not pay any tuition or general fees. This will be accomplished by institutions providing aid that will reduce the tuition and general fees of all OBHS recipients to $0. This will allow these students to enter key professional roles in the state’s behavioral health sector debt-free or substantially debt-relieved. 

Additionally, $2.5 million is available to support internship stipends for those students selected for the program. Internship stipends will be paid directly to the student through an independent agreement with HIO.

OBHS also seeks to build the capacity of community-based behavioral healthcare that provides outpatient mental health services, substance use disorder services, and rehabilitative case management. OBHS also supports behavioral health providers that participate in OhioRISE as care management entities to support children and youth facing emotional or behavioral challenges who are involved in multiple systems like juvenile justice or child protection, are at risk for out-of-home treatment or are returning from out-of-home care.

DBH and ODHE are releasing this RFP to solicit proposals from eligible respondents.
 
Eligible Respondents:  
State universities as defined in ORC Section 3345.011 and private institutions holding a Certificate of Authorization pursuant to Chapter 1713 of the ORC offering at least one eligible graduate or professional degree program in behavioral health are eligible to apply.

Award Amounts and Allowable Costs:  
$15.5 million in state funding is available to award competitive grants to eligible institutions of higher education for scholarships (applicable to a student’s tuition and general fees) for eligible students in academic years 2026-2027 and 2027-2028, as funding is available.  OBHS provides scholarships of up to $15,000 annually per student that are renewable for up to two years.

 
Institutions will begin to receive funds through a reimbursement process. An award agreement will be between the institution and HIO.

Eligible Academic Disciplines:  
Eligible academic disciplines include the following graduate or professional degree programs:

· Counseling (CIP codes: 51.1501, 51.1504, 51.1506, and 51.1508);
· Marriage and Family Therapy (CIP code: 51.1505);
· Clinical Psychology (CIP codes: 42.2801, 42.2807, 42.2809, 42.2810, 42.2811, 42.2813, 42.2814, 42.2899, and 51.1507);
· Counseling Psychology (CIP codes 42.2802 and 42.2803);
· Certified Mental Health Assisting (CIP codes: 51.1502 and 51.1599); and
· Social Work (CIP codes: 44.0701, 44.0799, and 51.1503)

Institutions with eligible programs are encouraged to include all eligible programs in their application.

Student Eligibility Criteria:
To be eligible for the OBHS program, a student must meet the following criteria:
· Be an Ohio resident;
· Be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident;
· Be enrolled at least half-time each term, which is defined as an academic course load that is at least one-half of the normal full-time course load, as determined by the institution;
· Maintain satisfactory academic progress;
· Agree to work in an underserved community in Ohio in one of the following areas following completion of their degree: an Ohio Community Behavioral Health Center (CBHC), Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC), child advocacy center, school-based health clinic, behavioral health provider participating in OhioRISE as care management entities, and/or a non-profit behavioral healthcare provider where Medicaid is the payor for the majority of their clientele.
· The required term of employment will be equal to the number of years that the student receives OBHS funding (e.g.: a student that receives funding for two years will be required to work at an eligible place of employment for two years).
· The student is expected to begin their employment commitment at an eligible place of employment within 6 months of earning their graduate degree.

	AND
· Be enrolled or accepted for enrollment in a program in an eligible CIP code as listed above;

-OR-
· Be enrolled in the final two years of an approved doctoral or professional degree program in a program in an eligible CIP code as listed above.

NOTE: Students will be required to sign a Student Participation Agreement (Example provided as Attachment III) that will be kept on file with the institution and submitted to HIO as a part of any request for disbursement of funds. 


Proposal Review Process and Timeline: 
  
The schedule below may be revised at the discretion of ODBH. Any changes will be communicated to respondents at https://rfp.ohiohighered.org.  
 
· Request for Proposals Released: April 27, 2026			  
· Webinar for RFP: 11:00 AM, May 6, 2026  	Link to webinar
· Proposals Due: May 29, 2026, 11:59 PM
· Application Review Begins: June 1, 2026			
· Notification of Awarded Proposals: July 2026
· Award Period: Upon execution of an agreement through June 30, 2028				  
Questions may be submitted to OBHS@highered.ohio.gov by May 4, 2026, 12:00 PM (noon) to be answered on the May 6, 2026, 11:00 AM webinar. Responses to submitted questions, along with questions received in the chat during the webinar, will be posted at https://rfp.ohiohighered.org/. 
 
Proposals will be initially screened for completeness and eligibility. Any deficiencies must be addressed by the respondent by a communicated deadline. While all properly submitted proposals will receive consideration, submission of a complete proposal does not guarantee funding. 
 
Upon approval, an award notification letter will be sent to the institution, which will include the total awarded amount. The respondent will enter into an agreement prior to funding being disbursed. The timeline for the award agreement will be upon execution of the agreement through June 30, 2028.  
  
Proposal Submission:  
 
Proposals are due no later than May 29, 2026, 11:59 PM. They must be submitted in the following manner: One electronic PDF file including proposal and any attachments, along with the Excel budget spreadsheet uploaded to rfp.highered.ohio.gov.  
 
Respondents are responsible for timely submissions of proposals. Proposals are subject to public records laws of the state. Proposals containing all the required elements will receive careful consideration but cannot be guaranteed funding. Accepted proposals will be evaluated, and final decisions will be based upon the quality of the proposal in addressing the proposal criteria and its required elements.  
 


Proposal Requirements:  

NOTE: Please refer to the scoring rubric (Attachment II) for proposal development.

Format 
Proposals must be submitted in a standard font, 11 point and double-spaced; there is an exception for tables and images, where the font may be single spaced. Please see below for page allocations and directions for each section of the proposal.  

Cover Letter (one page maximum): The Cover Letter must include the name of the institution, and an identified primary, fiscal, and legal contact(s) by providing the name, title, address, phone, and email address for each. The legal contact has authority to review the award agreement on behalf of the institution. The legal contact must be an employee of the institution, not an external affiliate. The primary institutional contact can also be a representative from the institution who will serve as the fiscal agent for the grant funds.  

Project Narrative (ten pages maximum): The project narrative should address the Proposal Criteria in order (see "Proposal Criteria” section). 

Budget and Budget Narrative (two pages maximum): In the proposal and Excel spreadsheet (Attachment I), the budget and budget narrative will document: 
· Scholarship amount requested, listed by academic program (not to exceed $15,000 per student per year – applicable to cost of attendance.)
· Matching institutional gift aid that will reduce the tuition and general fees of all OBHS recipients to $0, clearly labeled. 

 
Proposal Criteria:
Project Narratives are required to address the following: 

1. Project Design: 
a. Indicate which graduate or professional degree behavioral health eligible program(s), with CIP code, that the institution will award student scholarships within. Eligible CIP codes are listed in the Eligible Academic Disciplines section, above. 
b. Detail the proposed matching institutional gift aid that will reduce the tuition and general fees of all OBHS recipients to $0 (if a match is required to fully fund the tuition and fees). 
1. Institutions must provide aid that will reduce the tuition and general fees of all OBHS recipients to $0. 
E.g.: An institution with annual tuition and general fees of $17,500 for a Master of Social Work (MSW) program would be required to provide an OBHS student in that MSW program with $2,500 in institutional gift aid to reduce that student’s tuition and general fees to $0.
c. Outline the plan for marketing the OBHS program and the availability of internship stipends to potential eligible students.
d. Include a description of how the institution will oversee selecting, awarding, and documenting tracking of participating students. 
e. Describe the process to ensure all student eligibility criteria and program requirements will be met.
f. Describe alignment with the competitive priorities.
Note: Scoring of the application will include preference for these competitive priorities:
1. programs leading to providers who work with children and/or adolescents following completion of their degree program,
2. IHEs and/or programs representing diverse geographical areas of the state,

AND may include preference for these competitive priorities:

3. programs that provide participating students with strong support when seeking eligible employment,
4. supporting students with significant financial need, or
5. other priorities as determined in consultation between the Director of the Ohio Department of Behavioral Health and the Chancellor.
2. Project Plan: This section should provide a clear description and timeline for activities to be undertaken.  
a. Provide a chart that outlines the key staff on the project, including their (1) roles and responsibilities and (2) relevant experience. 
b. Timeline for milestones and planned activities for the proposed project including a detailed narrative for each milestone listed. 
3. Budget Narrative
a. The amounts for each budget line activity must be documented and justified in the budget narrative and summarized within the provided Excel workbook.
b. The narrative should include an estimate as to the timing of awarding of scholarship funds in relation to the project plan. 

Scoring Rubric 
Each proposal will be assessed according to the proposal criteria using the scoring rubric attached hereto as Attachment II. Please note, edits may be made to the rubric at any point prior to the start of the proposal review. The rubric is being provided for informational purposes only.   

Reporting Requirements:  
Monitoring each project for which an award is granted will occur to ensure that there is fiscal accountability and operating progress, and that the desired outcomes are achieved. Semi-annual reports will be required from all awardees through a standard reporting template. Other reporting systems may be utilized for collecting student data.  

Legal Notices:  
The respondent understands that if its proposal is accepted the respondent shall enter into an agreement governing the use of the awarded funds. The respondent agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations in the conduct of the work hereunder.   
   
The State reserves the right to fund any proposal in full or in part, to request additional information to assist in the review process, to require new proposals from interested parties, to reject any or all proposals responding to this announcement, or to reissue the announcement if it is determined that it is in the best interest of ODBH. Issuing this announcement does not bind ODBH to making any awards. ODBH reserves the right to adjust the dates for this announcement for whatever reasons are deemed appropriate. ODBH reserves the right to waive any non-substantive infractions made by a respondent, provided that the respondent cures such infraction upon request.   
   
All costs incurred in preparation of a proposal shall be borne by the respondent. Proposal preparation costs are not recoverable under an award. ODBH shall not contribute in any way to recovering the costs of proposal preparation.   
   
Funding decisions are final. Respondents will be notified of the outcome of their proposal(s) at the conclusion of the review process.   
   
The respondent understands that the information provided herein is intended solely to assist the respondent in submittal preparation. To the best of the State’s knowledge, the information provided is accurate.    
   
However, the State does not warrant such accuracy, and any errors or omissions subsequently determined will not be construed as a basis for invalidating this solicitation. Interested parties bear the sole responsibility of obtaining the necessary information to submit a qualifying proposal. ODBH retains the right to modify or withdraw this solicitation at any time. By submitting a proposal, respondents expressly agree to these terms. 
   
Trade Secret:  
All information submitted in response to this RFP become property of the State and is public information unless a statutory exception exists that exempts it from public release under the Ohio Public Records Act, as defined in Section 149.43 of the Ohio Revised Code:  Respondents are strongly discouraged from including in an application any information that the respondent considers to be a “trade secret,” as that term is defined in Section 1333.61(D) of the Ohio Revised Code.  The respondent asserting trade secret bears the responsibility to take formal action if necessary and defend such assertion. Otherwise, public records laws may require disclosure.     


